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Fig. 14 - Palaeogeography of the Midden-Delfland microregion c. 3500 cal BC, with excavated Middle Neolithic sites.
hunting and husbandry
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Fig. 12 - Distribution map of the phase Michelsberg-Spiere-Hazendonk in the Lower Rhine Basin, 4300-3400 cal BC, with
the earlier Swifterbant sites added. Arrows indicate stone and flint connections of the coastal Hazendonk communities.
Fig. 13 - Schipluiden, tightly flexed burial no. 2 of an adult man, 80% LI - o o
holding strike-a-lights and pyrite in his right hand and in front
of his face (detail). |
INTRAREGIONAL DIVERSITY Bl sea mammals
0,
60% +|  |-ff----- |- - . B W furbearing animals
Schipluiden is one of a series of contemporaneous W red deer
settlements, excavated in the last years, as mentioned CIwild boar
above (fig. 15). They all belong to the Hazendonk O pig
group, are situated in the same region with very 40% |- j - -] |- - B ) e [ W sheep/goat
similar environmental conditions, and had fully Dlcattle
comparable contacts with southern communities. So
one may expect that the sites, belonging to the same
microregional community, were similar in many 0%
respects, but that is not the case. They demonstrate T BN N e ) I B
that the local groups of each site had made their
own choices in the course of their neolithisation
(Louwe Koogmans 2009).
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Wateringen is a relatively short-lived single Ypenburg Schipluiden Schipluiden Rijswijk
house site on a small and low dune, lasting not phase 3/C phase 2a phase 3 loc. 1
more than two or three house generations. It may N= 231 6354 1540 346

be viewed as one element of a group of cooperating

households spread over other similar locations, but Fig. 15 - Midden-Delfland microregion, Hazendonk group, bone identifications of domestic animals and large game for
four sites and their phases. Mark the fully different bone spectrum of the Rijswijk site.
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any sign of collective labour is missing at any rate.
Ypenburg is situated on an extensive and higher
dune on which several yards have been identified,
comparable to Wateringen, but much wider apart.
The partial excavation of the fourth site (Rijswijk)
did not offer any spatial information. We may
however conclude that Schipluiden stands out as
socially more advanced or « more neolithisized ».

In subsistence it is in contrast the site of Rijswijk,
which produced an exceptional fully agrarian faunal
assemblage with 77 % cattle, 20 % pig, some sheep
and 2 % game, as measured in number of identified
bones. The faunal spectra of all three other sites and
in all their phases are rather similar in their general
composition with a contribution of 58-65 % by bones
of domestic animals (fig. 14). The inhabitants of
Rijswijk had chosen a distinctly different trajectory
than those of the other sites, and Schipluiden
appears to be not advanced at all in economic
respect. In detail some differences may moreover
be observed. Ypenburg shows a contribution by
marine mammals, almost lacking at the other sites,
Schipluiden and Wateringen show some hunt of fur
animals, especially beaver and otter. In birds ducks
dominate, but at Ypenburg crane, swans and geese
played a distinct part as well, in contrast to the other
sites. One may argue that these differences may
reflect a different environment or environmental
orientation for hunting and fishing activities, but
even in that case different choices are attested.

In fishing the ratio between mullet, sturgeon
and flatfish show distinct differences, mullet
almost lacking at Schipluiden, while being the
most important at Wateringen. Differences in
preservation, in excavation technique and in data
representation may however be substantial factors
in this case.

A third field to be considered - after organisation
and subsistence - is ideology, as reflected in burial
and deposition practices. Ypenburg stands out by
its cemetery, already mentioned, with two grave
clusters, comprising 31 burials with 42 individuals.
Theburial ritualisrather differentiated, but crouched
inhumations prevail and grave gifts are restricted
to some personal ornaments, especially beads. But
next to this « new » Neolithic tradition there are
some « old fashioned » supine and multiple burials
as well. Scattered human remains are restricted to
a few bones only. While at Ypenburg formal burial
seems to have been the rule for all members of the
group involved, men, women and children, this
was at Schipluiden restricted to a selection of a
few individuals, where the old « ritual resulting in
scattered remains » still was the general practice.

We may conclude that thelocal groups apparently
were very independent in economic, ideological
and social respect, as far as their choices of the

adoption of new Neolithic aspects is concerned.
This may be understood from the concept of agency,
which generally is associated with the practice of
individuals. In this case it is extended to the small
local group. We assume that at each locality a leading
person had set the stage and it may be that each local
group maintained its own contacts to the south.

CONCLUSION

The process of neolithisation as registered in the
coastal wetlands of the Netherlands may be seen as
a particular aspect of the neolithisation of the wide
plain to the north of the loess zone. The favourable
rich wetland resources and the restrictions wetlands
pose especially on arable farming may have caused
some delay in the introduction of domestic animals
and cereals. There are however no indications that
the process had been fundamentally different on
the upland.

It appears that the early contacts with LBK and
Rossen had only a restricted impact on the daily life
of the Swifterbant societies in the north, although
material culture was enriched, some views on nature
and ancestors adopted and at last domestic animals
introduced. More prominent were the contacts from
the end of the fifth millennium onward, with the
in many respects differently organised Neolithic
communities of the loess zone, the Rhineland
Michelsberg and especially its Belgian counterpart,
the Spiere group. It resulted in the introduction of
crops, permanent settlement, communal efforts in
the domestic sphere and a new burial ritual.

The Delfland sites, and the site of Schipluiden in
particular, represent the start of this final stage. It
is the first truly permanent settlement documented,
but still showing Mesolithic roots. It was founded
on a strategic site location in between ecozones
with a widely different potential, well chosen
as a permanent basis for an economy in which
the traditional broad spectrum exploitation was
extended with the new crop farming and animal
husbandry. This way of living together on a year
round basis for many generations resulted in a
social restructuring of the local community towards
a greater collectiveness and structural cooperation
of the individual households.

Intra-regional differentiation in the final
implementation of a « fully Neolithic » way of life
reflects a society in which decisions were made on a
very low, local level. It seems that the long distance
contacts were maintained on this local basis. It still is
not the final stage of neolithisation, which was even
not yet completed in the subsequent Vlaardingen

group.

The sequence of neolithisation in the Lower
Rhine Basin shows marked differences in

comparison to the western Baltic, where a similar
north-south interaction triggerd the Meso-Neo
transition: developments are more gradual and
earlier. Pottery and domestic animals start 4 and 5
centuries earlier respectively, intentional deposition
of pots even 8 centuries, introduction of cereals is
however almost synchronous. Everything happens
in the west, moreover, within the Swifterbant
context. The ‘Neolithic package’ was introduced
gradually and there is no marked culture change
as in the Ertebelle-TRB succession (e.g. HarTZ et al.
2007 ; FiscHER 2002).

This sequence of adoptions and societal changes
in the Lower Rhine Basin is just one piece of the
mosaic of cultural interaction processes of which
the neolithsation of the European subcontinent was
made up. This specific case case stands however
out by its graduality, its phasing and long time
span. There is matter of the transfer of a « Neolithic
package », the substitution phase is not short (contra
ZvELEBIL 1986), economy precedes social change
(contra THOMAS 1999) and HoppeR’s (1990) idea of
a modern mentality creating a modern domestic
world may fit the LBK-Mesolithic contrast, but
not the Swifterbant-Hazendonk case. It seems that
mental change took a considerable time and was
more the outcome than the precondition of changes
in other spheres of society. So the typical Dutch data
are food for further theoretical thought.
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Résumé
Schipluiden et la fin de la néolithisation dans le Basin Rhénan Inférieur
La néolithisation aux Pays Bas

Notre compréhension du processus de la néolithisation dans la partie occidentale de la plaine de I'Europe
septentrionale - entre Flandres et 'Elbe - est fondée essentiellement sur la richesse de I'information des sites
d’habitation préservés dans les sédiments a I'embouchure du delta du Rhin et de la Meuse. Ce wetland bias
peut étre considéré comme un handicap, mais c’est aussi une bénédiction, vu que dans les régions sableuses
rarement plus que le matériel lithique est préservé.

Il est néanmoins clair sur base de ces données que la néolithisation est caractérisée par :
1) une frontiere statique de longue durée exactement le long du bord septentrional du loess, avec les peuples
agriculteurs néolithiques d’un coté et les chasseurs-cueilleurs de l'autre.
2) des contacts réguliers des le début, mais sans effets observables chez les communautés néolithiques.
3) une adoption tres graduelle des éléments néolithiques par les chasseurs-pécheurs-cueilleurs. On peut
distinguer quatre phases :
1) une néolithisation matérielle a partir de c. 5000 cal BC, commencant avecl’acquisition des herminettes
rubanées et la production de poterie indigene de type Swifterbant,
2/3) une néolithisation idéologique et économique avec
¢ des dépots intentionnels cultuels et I'introduction des animaux domestiques a partir de c. 4600 cal BC,
¢ des nécropoles modestes et I'introduction des plantes cultivées a partir de c. 4200 cal BC,
4) une néolithisation sociale a partir de c. 3600 cal BC avec des maisons rectangulaires construites en
bois, des réalisations collectives et I'aménagement des espaces domestiques.
Ce ne sont pas les populations Rubané et ses leurs successeurs (Blicquy et Rossen) qui ont eu un impact
déterminant sur les populations mésolithiques mais le Michelsberg de la Rhénanie et le Groupe de Spiere,
vers la fin du IV¢ millénaire.

Schipluiden

Le site de Schipluiden est situé dans la région cotiere de la Hollande, prés de La Haye. L'occupation est
attribuable au Groupe de Hazendonk, et est datée de 3600-3300 avant JC. Ce groupe trouve son origine dans
le secteur méridional de la culture de Swifterbant et avait des contacts plus intensifs avec les agriculteurs.
La communauté de Schipluiden se composait de 4-5 ménages qui s’étaient établis de maniere permanente
sur une dune peu élevée au milieu d’un riche paturage naturel. Ils pratiquaient une vraie économie semi-
agraire, en combinant la tradition ancienne de l’exploitation des écozones différentes avec I'élevage et la
culture des céréales ou, proprement dite, une extended broad spectrum economy. L'importance des ressources
aquatiques est attestée clairement par les valeurs 0"°C et 9°N. La situation du site était aussi stratégique pour
I'exploitation de I'estuaire du Rhin et de la Meuse et les marais de la plaine deltaique. Nous observons cette
combinaison d’éléments « archaiques » mésolithiques avec les nouveautés néolithiques aussi dans d’autres
facettes culturelles : des ossements humains dispersés dans des zones de déchets face a des sépultures fléchies,
des foyers creusés dans le sol de type mésolithique en contraste avec un espace collectif pour assurer de I'eau
fraiche par des puits d’eau et I’enceinte de ’habitat entiere avec un treillage, qui était reconstruit deux fois.

Diversité intrarégionale

Trois autres sites de la méme période ont été fouillés récemment. Ils montrent des différences remarquables.
L'un (Rijswijk) est completement agraire, un autre (Wateringen) est un site avec une seule maison et de durée
restreinte, le troisieme (Ypenburg) est tres étendu avec des centres d’occupation séparés en combinaison avec
un cimetiére de 35 inhumations. Il existait apparemment une grande indépendance au niveau du groupe local
en l'adoption des éléments néolithiques, aussi bien dans le domaine économique et 1’organisation de 1'espace
que dans la pratique funéraire. Tout ceci peut s’expliquer par la notion d’agency au niveau du groupe local.
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Conclusion

Le processus de néolithisation dans 1’ouest de la Plaine boréale est extrémement original dans la perspective
européenne en raison de sa longue durée et de sa succession en phases distinctes. Le Néolithique dans cette
région n’est pas initié par une motivation sociale : 'aspect matériel précede les aspects économiques et
idéologiques. Le site de Schipluiden se situe au moment crucial ot le « paquet néolithique » est complété
par des aspects de 'organisation sociale, mais sans avoir totalement renoncé aux caractéristiques de la vie
traditionnelle mésolithique. Les conditions de préservation parfaites des marais deltaiques nous permettent
d’avoir une vue sur la différentiation a I’échelle microrégionale des processus d’interaction entre agriculteurs
et chasseurs-pécheurs-cueilleurs, qui apparemment entretenaient des contacts au niveau du groupe local.

Mots-clefs : Néolithisation, Bassin du Bas-Rhin, Schipluiden.
Abstract

The rich evidence derived from excavations in the wetlands of the Rhine/Meue delta has revealed that
the neolithisation of the Lower Rhine Basin, to the north of the loess, was a long lasting and phased process.
Between 5300 and 3400 cal BC three main phases can be identified, characterised here as a material, an
economic/ideological and a social stage. Schipluiden represents the start of the last stage, in which a local
community of several households settled permanently for many generations at one place, while fences and an
extensive cluster of short lived wells demonstrate collective activities of the entire local group. In subsistence
and mode of life the best of the « old » and the « new » were combined. Inspiration came from the south, from
the Spiere and Michelsberg communities. Microregional divergent trajectories in neolithisation are seen as
reflecting variation in agency on a local level.

Keywords : Neolithisation, Lower Rhine Basin, Schipluiden, agency.
Zusammenfassung

Der Neolithisierungsprozess im Westen der borealen Ebene ist aus europdischer Sicht aufgrund seiner
langen Dauer und der Einteilung in deutlich unterschiedene Phasen tiberaus originell. Das Neolithikum
beruht in dieser Region nicht auf einer sozialen Motivierung:

Der materielle Aspekt geht den 6konomischen und ideologischen Aspekten voraus. Der Fundplatz
Schipluiden ist in diesem entscheidenden Moment besiedelt, als das ,neolithische Paket” durch die Aspekte
der sozialen Organisation ergénzt wird, ohne dass die Eigenschaften des traditionellen mesolithischen Lebens
deshalb vollkommen aufgegeben worden wéren. Die perfekten Erhaltungsbedingungen im sumpfigen
Flussdelta vermitteln auf mikroregionaler Ebene einen Einblick in die Differenzierung der interaktiven
Prozesse zwischen Bauern und Jagern-Fischern-Sammlern, die auf lokaler Ebene anscheinend Kontakte
zueinander unterhielten.

Schlagworter : Neolithisierung, niederrheinisches Becken, Schipluiden.

Traduction : Isa ODENHARDT-DONVEZ (donvezservit@wanadoo.fr).



